English  Language  Arts  8 


Module  3:  Trails  to  Adventure 


O'*'-"  . 


0- 


Learning 

Technologies 

Branch 


Home  Instructor’s  Guide 
and  Assignment  Booklet  3 A 

/diberia 


EDUCATION 


English  Language  Arts  8 

Module  3:  Trails  to  Adventure 

Home  Instructor’s  Guide  and  Assignment  Booklet  3A 

Learning  Technologies  Branch 

ISBN  0-7741-2624-8 

Cover  Art;  Photodisc/Getty  Images 

The  Learning  Technologies  Branch  acknowledges  with  appreciation  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  and 
Pembina  Hills  Regional  Division  No.  7 for  their  review  of  this  Home  Instructor’s  Guide  and  Assignment  Booklet. 


This  document  is  intended  for 

Students 

/ 

Teachers 

/ 

Administrators 

Home  Instnictors 

/ 

General  Public 

Other 

You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Education,  http://www.education.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch.  http://ww>v.education.gov.ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://ww\v.lrc.education.gov.ab.ca 


Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be  educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be 
aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored.  Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find 
articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or  inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information 
are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be  accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm 
facts  with  a second  source. 


Copyright  © 2005,  Alberta  Education.  This  resource  is  owned  by  the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Alberta  Education,  10155-  1 02  Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  4L5.  All  rights  reser\  ed. 

No  part  of  this  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying  (unless  otherw'ise  indicated),  without  the  written 
permission  of  Alberta  Education.  This  courseware  was  developed  by  or  for  Alberta  Education.  Third-party  content  has  been  identified  by 
a © symbol  and/or  a credit  to  the  source.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  acknowledge  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  Canadian 
copyright  law.  If  cases  arc  identified  where  this  effort  has  been  unsuccessful,  please  notify  Alberta  Education  so  corrective  action  can 
be  taken. 

THIS  COURSEWARE  IS  NOT  SUB.IECT  TO  THE  TERMS  OF  A LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIV  E OR 
LICENSING  BODY,  SUCH  AS  ACCESS  COPYRIGHT. 


UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
iNIVERSITY  OF  ALBERTA 


Module  3:  Trails  to  Adventure 


Module  3 focuses  on  stories  of  adventure  through  an  exploration  of  folk  tales,  short  stories,  and  novels. 
Through  listening  to  and  reading  a variety  of  stories,  students  discover  that  they  can  share  in  adventures  of 
fictional  characters  and,  in  doing  so,  connect  fictional  events  and  characters  to  their  own  experiences.  They 
respond  creatively  and  critically  to  texts  that  they  encounter. 

Remind  your  student  to  contact  his  or  her  teacher  if  he  or  she  has  any  concerns  about  the  assignments. 
Feedback  is  important  for  the  learning  process.  Although  assessment  helps  measure  progress,  feedback  often 
offers  strategies  for  improvement  before  the  next  assignment. 

Section  1:  Storytelling 

Students  begin  Section  1 by  exploring  the  oral  tradition  of  storytelling.  They  examine  techniques  of  an 
effective  storyteller  and  the  listener’s  role  in  stor5d;elling.  They  read  folk  tales  to  learn  about  the  elements  of 
folk  tales,  how  characters  in  a story  are  revealed,  and  how  storytellers  create  suspense.  They  gain  practice  in 
using  colons,  serial  commas,  and  different  sentence  types  in  their  writing.  They  have  the  opportunity  to  write 
and  relate  orally  their  own  folk  tales. 

• Discuss  with  your  student  whether  storytellers  exist  in  modern  society.  Have  him  or  her  brainstorm  a 
list  of  storytellers  in  our  society.  You  may  need  to  make  some  suggestions  to  get  your  student  started, 
for  example,  novelists,  scriptwriters,  and  playwrights.  You  might  also  suggest  that  stories  are  told  in 

a variety  of  ways:  books,  magazines,  movies,  television,  family  albums,  and  songs,  to  name  a few.  Try 
to  get  your  student  to  understand  that  stories  and  storytellers  are  as  much  a part  of  our  society  as  of 
ancient  cultures. 

• There  is  another  version  of  “Da  Trang”  that  is  somewhat  different  from  the  one  in  Crossroads  8.  You  can 
find  it  on  the  Internet  at  the  following  URL: 

http://www.thingsasian.com/article/legend/legend04.htm 

You  can  also  try  entering  the  key  words  Da  Trang’s  Crabs.  Your  student  may  find  it  fun  to  compare  the 
two  versions  and  think  about  why  Tony  Montague  made  the  changes  he  did. 

• In  Lesson  4 students  examine  ways  to  add  variety  to  their  sentences  in  order  to  make  their  writing  more 
interesting.  Have  your  student  examine  pieces  of  writing  in  newspapers,  magazines,  or  books  to  see  how 
the  writers  vary  their  sentences.  Encourage  your  student  to  do  Journal  Entry  3F. 

• Students  are  asked  to  write  their  own  folk  tale  in  Lesson  4.  Your  student  is  not  expected  to  write  a 
lengthy  story,  but  he  or  she  should  follow  the  tips  and  guidelines  that  are  given  in  the  lesson.  While  your 
student  may  choose  his  or  her  own  topic,  a tale  that  explains  how  something  came  about  is  probably  the 
easiest  to  tell.  Following  are  websites  that  may  be  helpful: 

Folklore  & Fables 

http://www.harvestfields.netfirms.eom/story/0000.htm/A.htm 

Folk  Tale  Writing 

http://www.teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/folktalewshop_index.htm 

As  with  other  websites,  confirm  that  these  sites  are  still  relevant  and  appropriate  before  your  student 
accesses  them. 
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Students  are  asked  to  make  an  audio  recording  of  the  folk  tale  that  they  write  for  question  5.  If  your 
student  does  not  have  access  to  audio  recording  equipment,  contact  the  teacher. 


• Remind  your  student  that  the  folk  tale  (both  the  written  version  and  the  recording)  that  is  submitted 
for  Section  1,  question  5 of  the  Assignment  Booklet  is  to  be  a polished  version  of  the  tale  they  wrote  for 
Lesson  4.  Check  that  the  recording  is  labelled  correctly. 

Section  2:  The  Short  Story 

In  Section  2 students  discuss  the  characteristics  of  the  short  story.  In  Lesson  1 they  examine  the  elements  of 
the  short  story  including  character  types  and  methods  of  presentation,  conflict,  plot  structure,  point  of  view, 
and  intended  message  or  theme.  In  Lesson  2 they  read  the  short  story  “No  Matter  What”  from  Crossroads  8 to 
apply  what  they  have  learned  in  Lesson  1 about  the  short  story.  They  also  learn  strategies  for  reading  a short 
story.  In  Lesson  3 students  read  “On  the  Road”  to  explore  a different  style  of  short  story. 

• Lesson  1 examines  the  elements  of  the  short  story.  While  a great  deal  of  literary  terminology  is 
introduced  in  this  lesson,  most  students  will  have  some  prior  knowledge  of  the  terms.  It  is  important 
that  your  student  understand  these  concepts  before  going  on. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  apply  the  reading  strategies  that  are  given  in  Lesson  2 to  the  stories  he  or  she 
will  read  in  the  future.  These  strategies  encourage  active  reading,  which  helps  increase  comprehension. 

• Your  student  may  like  to  try  writing  his  or  her  own  mystery  story.  Following  is  a website  that  may  be 
helpful  to  those  students  interested  in  this  kind  of  writing: 

Mystery  Writing  with  Joan  Lowery  Nixon 

http  ://teacher.scholastic  .com /write  wit/mystery/ 

• With  your  student,  look  at  examples  of  stories  (or  parts  of  stories)  written  from  different  points  of  view. 
Have  him  or  her  identify  the  point  of  view  from  which  each  is  written.  Discuss  the  effectiveness  of  the 
point  of  view  the  writer  chose  to  use.  Then  have  him  or  her  try  rewriting  or  telling  the  story  from  a 
different  point  of  view.  Discuss  what  effect  this  has  on  the  tone  or  atmosphere  of  the  story. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  3A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  3 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  88  marks  out  of  the  total  160  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  3.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Storytelling 

1 . a.  In  this  assignment  you  will  listen  to  two  short  folk  tales  on  your  English 
Language  Arts  8 Audio  CD  1.  The  first  one,  “Why  the  People  Have  Many 
Languages,”  is  based  on  a Blackfoot  story.  The  second,  “Why  the  Vulture  Is 
Bald,”  is  a Burmese  folk  tale. 

Listen  to  both  stories  on  Track  6 of  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Audio  CD  1. 
Then,  in  the  space  provided,  draw  a Venn  diagram  to  compare  the  two  tales. 
Before  you  complete  your  diagram,  you  may  find  it  helpful  to  return  to  Lesson  2 
to  review  the  elements  of  a folk  tale  and  the  creation  of  a Venn  diagram. 


0000 
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b.  Which  of  these  two  folk  tales  did  you  like  best?  Why?  Include  two  details  to 
support  your  opinion.  Answer  in  complete  sentences. 


2.  Check  your  understanding  of  the  correct  use  of  colons.  Add  colons  to  the  following 
sentences  where  necessary. 

a.  We  will  meet  Carson  and  Emma  at  the  theatre  at  7 30  p.m. 

b.  Trying  to  please  Dixie  was  useless  she  criticized  everything. 

c.  Prakesh  suggested  we  should  research  the  following  tall  tales,  fables,  and  myths. 

d.  The  letter  to  the  manager  began  “Dear  Madam  1 am  writing  to  tell  you  how 
pleased  1 am  with  the  service  1 received  at  your  store.” 

e.  Robin  never  went  back  to  Brookside  his  experiences  there  were  too  painful. 

When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  22 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  a.  Describe  three  features  of  the  story  “Da  Trang”  that  make  it  clear  that  this  story 
is  a folk  tale. 


b.  How  does  the  phrase  “But  one  day . . create  suspense  in  the  story  “Da  Trang”? 
(The  phrase  can  be  found  on  page  104  of  Crossroads  8.) 


4.  Check  your  understanding  of  the  use  of  commas  in  a series.  Determine  if  commas 

are  needed  in  the  following  sentences,  and  add  them  where  appropriate. 

a.  Da  Trang  became  famous  because  of  his  skill  as  a hunter  his  honesty  and  his 
devotion  to  the  king. 

b.  The  angry  crow  found  Da  Trang  in  the  woods  accused  the  hunter  of  lying  and 
decided  to  punish  him  for  his  actions. 

c.  Storytelling  is  part  of  the  tradition  of  many  cultures  including  Vietnamese  Cree 
Hindu  and  Russian. 

d.  We  can  either  go  to  a movie  the  mall  the  bowling  alley  or  the  skating  rink. 

e.  I liked  the  ending  of  the  tale  where  the  “Da  Trang  crabs”  dug  deeper  and  deeper 
in  their  search  for  the  pearl. 

When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  29 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  3 


4 


Assignment  Booklet  3A 


5.  Polish  the  draft  of  your  folk  tale  that  you  wrote  in  Lesson  4.  Write  your  polished 
copy  in  the  space  provided  on  the  next  page. 

Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  your  folk  tale  is  interesting  and  effective. 


Does  my  folk  tale  have  a strong  beginning? 

Is  the  language  I use  suited  to  my  purpose  and  my  audience? 

Do  the  characters  and  conflict  suit  the  format  and  purpose  for  writing? 

Have  I included  elements  of  a folk  tale? 

Does  my  title  reflect  the  content  of  my  story? 

Have  I used  a variety  of  sentences? 

Did  I pay  attention  to  matters  of  correctness? 

Remember  to  consider  the  mark  values  attached  to  the  question.  Your  folk  tale  will 
be  assessed  according  to  the  following  criteria. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  5 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  folk  tale  has  a strong  beginning. 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• The  language  used  is  suited  to  the  purpose  and  audience. 

• The  story  contains  elements  of  a folk  tale. 

7 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• A variety  of  sentences  have  been  used. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in 
spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and  grammar. 

3 marks 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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6.  For  this  part  of  your  assignment,  you  are  asked  to  make  an  audio  recording  of  the 
folk  tale  you  wrote  for  question  5. 

Spend  some  time  practising  the  oral  presentation  of  your  folk  tale.  Try  varying  your 
volume,  pacing,  and  pitch.  When  you  are  satisfied  with  your  oral  presentation, 
record  your  folk  tale  and  submit  your  recording  with  Assignment  Booklet  3A. 

Be  sure  to  label  your  recording  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  3A:  Section  1,  question  6 

Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  that  your  storytelling  is  effective.  Be  sure  to  go 
through  it  before  submitting  your  recording  for  assessment. 


Did  1 speak  clearly? 

Did  I pronounce  all  words  correctly? 

Did  I speak  at  a suitable  speed?  Did  I pause  appropriately  as  indicated 
by  punctuation? 

Did  1 sound  interesting?  Did  1 vary  the  pitch  of  my  voice? 

Was  my  expression  suitable  to  the  tone  of  the  folk  tale? 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  6 

Presentation 

• The  author’s  tone  and  story  have  been  effectively  conveyed. 

• Volume,  pacing,  and  pitch  are  controlled. 

• Appropriate  emphasis  and  expression  have  been  used. 

5 marks 

When  you  have  completed  question  6,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  40 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  The  Short  Story 

1.  Read  the  following  introductory  paragraphs  of  a short  story.  Then  answer  in 
complete  sentences  the  questions  that  come  after. 

“There,  it’s  done,”  thought  Jody  as  he  finished  bagging  the  last  of  the  leaves.  He 
was  just  putting  away  the  rake  when  he  noticed  the  snow.  It  fell  from  the  grey 
October  sky  in  tiny  scattered  flakes.  By  the  time  Jody  finished  hauling  the  bags 
of  leaves  to  the  back  alley,  the  snow  was  coming  down  in  a white  curtain  and 
the  ground  was  covered. 

“Wouldn’t  you  know  it,”  he  muttered  angrily.  “I  just  finish  raking  leaves  in  time 
to  shovel  snow.  All  I ever  do  around  here  is  work.  I’ll  never  get  to  the  rink.” 

Through  the  cold  falling  of  the  snow,  the  sound  of  a window  being  opened  in 
the  house  behind  him  reached  Jody’s  ears.  He  heard  his  mother  calling,  “Jody, 
you  might  as  well  clear  off  the  driveway  before  you  go.”  Jody  scowled  at  her. 

“Why  is  shovelling  a little  bit  of  snow  such  a big  deal?”  she  asked  herself  as  she 
shut  the  window. 

a.  What  words  and  phrases  give  you  the  setting  (time  and  place)  of  the  story? 


b.  Describe  the  mood  of  the  story. 


c.  What  is  the  point  of  view  of  the  story?  Explain  how  you  know. 
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d.  Describe  the  conflict  that  is  taking  place  or  is  about  to  take  place. 


e.  Do  the  characters  seem  plausible?  Why  or  why  not? 


When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  52 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

^ 2.  The  short  story  “No  Matter  What”  contains  all  the  elements  of  a good  short  story: 

• an  introduction  that  gives  the  setting,  introduces  the  important  characters, 
and  relates  an  exciting  or  mysterious  event  that  gets  the  story  going 

• rising  action  (a  series  of  events  that  build  suspense) 

• a climax  that  occurs  when  the  suspense  explodes  in  a final  adventure  or 
confrontation 

• a resolution  that  explains  unanswered  questions  and  ties  up  loose  ends 

Find  places  in  “No  Matter  What”  where  these  elements  appear.  Then  complete  the 
chart  that  follows.  You  may  use  point  form  for  your  answers. 
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Introduction 

• Setting: 

• Important  characters: 

• Mysterious  event  that  starts  the  story: 

3 marks 

Rising  Action  (Look  for  the  most  important  events  that  move  the  action  along.  You  should  have  eight.) 

4 marks 

Climax  (Remember,  this  is  the  point  where  suspense  explodes  in  a final  confrontation.) 

1 mark 

Resolution  (You  should  have  three  or  four  points.) 

2 marks 
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3.  What  do  each  of  the  following  pieces  of  dialogue  from  “No  Matter  What”  tell  the 
reader? 

a.  “1  can  take  care  of  myself,”  Danny  said.  “I  don’t  need  a big,  bossy  sister  to  tag 
along  after  me.” 


b.  “Detective  Bart  Ridgway,”  he  said.  “Sheriff’s  Department.  May  I come  inside  and 
wait  for  your  parents?” 

“No,”  1 said.  “If  you’re  with  the  Sheriff’s  Department,  why  aren’t  you  wearing  a 
uniform?” 


c.  “What’s  the  matter?”  I cried. 


When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  59 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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4.  The  author  of  “On  the  Road”  uses  the  first-person  point  of  view  to  tell  the  story.  Do 
you  think  this  point  of  view  is  appropriate  or  not?  Why? 


5.  The  story  “On  the  Road”  does  not  have  any  illustrations.  Imagine  that  you  have 
been  asked  by  the  publishers  to  provide  some  form  of  illustration  to  accompany 
the  story.  Choose  a part  of  the  story  that  you  would  like  to  illustrate.  Use  your  own 
paper  to  create  an  illustration  to  represent  that  part.  You  may  draw,  paint,  use  a 
computer,  or  cut  pictures  from  magazines  for  a collage.  The  choice  is  yours! 

Be  sure  to  label  your  illustration  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  3A:  Section  2,  question  5 

Your  illustration  will  be  assessed  according  to  the  following  criteria. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  5 

• The  illustration  is  eye-catching. 

• The  details  are  appropriate  and  appealing. 

• The  illustration  effectively  conveys  the  mood  of  the  story. 

• The  illustration  complements  the  story. 

• The  illustration  is  appropriate  for  the  target  audience. 

10  marks 
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6.  Choose  the  correct  word  from  each  set  of  homophones  in  parentheses,  and  write  it 
in  the  blank  space. 

a.  I thought  the  judge’s  decision  was 

(fair,  fare) 

b.  After  we  had  finished  decorating  the  gym,  the stopped  by 

to  view  our  work. 

(principle,  principal) 

c.  All  our  club  members  will letters  to  their  members  of 

parliament. 

(write,  right) 

d.  “Put  the  chest ,”  said  the  pirate. 

(there,  they’re,  their) 

e.  Jenny  likes  the  winter best  of  all. 

(whether,  weather) 

f.  The  band  members  have  assembled  in  the  street  and 

going  to  lead  the  parade. 

(there,  they’re,  their) 

g.  After  working  in  the  bakery  all  day,  Jerry  felt tired  to  play 

volleyball,  (to,  two,  too) 

h.  Kelly  and  Robin  came home  after  the  game. 

(strait,  straight) 

i.  Sidney  could  no  longer to  open  the  box. 

(weight,  wait) 

j.  The  panel  could  not  decide painting  was  the  best. 

(whose,  who’s) 

When  you  have  completed  question  6,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  67 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Submit  Assignment  Booklet  3A,  along  with  your  recording  of  your  folk  tale 
and  your  illustration  for  “On  the  Road,”  for  assessment. 
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